Wednesday, November 18, 2020

Chief Joey Merrill

Chief of Police

Vidalia Police Department
202 Vernon Stevens Boulevard
Vidalia, Louisiana 71373
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Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics &o%
Docket No. 2020-782 &
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Dear Chief Merrill: s sl &P
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its December 4, ZQgﬁ“\ng’éé&tjz;}%, considered your

request for an advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiar@ﬁg& -Qj‘%overnmental Ethics
(“Code”) would prohibit the Vidalia Police Department@&]?@)éﬁ%m accepting monetary
donations from the Riverpark Medical Center to be us@%gﬁ%t@e fit.
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N7 &%\L&t\[ gﬁ% to make a monetary donation to the
Q’:@)ionpﬁ%s&co whether: 1) the VPD can accept the
donation; 2) there any restrictio N ﬂ?&g&ﬁ\@@f donations to the VPD; 3) VPD can use the
donations to purchase flower pients” and food trays for the funerals of deceased
Vidalia residents; and, 4) the V\gﬁ sgc@'uz])@%e allowed to deposit donation funds into a VPD
checking account. A 4eF '&@'&
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You stated that the Riverpark Medical C
VPD. You have requested an advis\o)

%Q G
& &¥ &% CONCLUSION
S FL 00
8
it |
The Board concludq;@f an {Q@\cructed me to inform you, that based on the facts presented, the

Code would notﬁqgiﬁi He VPD from accepting monetary donations from Riverpark Medical

Center. Ad@?%n&ﬁ}g@ﬁe Code does not place any restrictions on how the VPD can use the
(v}

donation %d&@ However, the Code does not dictate where the VPD can deposit those

donation ( ﬁgg@&

@u’ o
This g@isﬁﬁ*y opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts as
prgs%n&d may result in a different application of the provisions of the Code of Governmental

%ﬁ%@? The Board issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other than the Code of
Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbyist Disclosure Act, and
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conflict of interest provisions in the gaming laws. If you have any questions, please contact
me at (800) 842-6630 or (225) 219-5600.

Sincerely,
LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
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LaToya D. Jordan el
For the Board & &'D -@Q’
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